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AN 


IMPARTIAL REVIEW. Pl 


SIR, N 
T HE high additional Honour conferred on 


you, in fele&ing you from the reſt of our 
Repreſentatives, to be one of the choſen Few, 

who are to enquire into the Conduct and Miſcarriages 
of our Miniſtry for ſome Years paſt, induces me, as 
one of your Conſtituents, to addreſs you on that joy- 
ful Occaſion; and to lay before you, the Hardſhips 
we labour under, and what Expe&ations of Redreſs 
we have formed to ourſelves from the Aſſiſtance of 
you, and the reſt of the Honourable Gentlemen of 
the Committee, Expe&ations of riſing to Liberty 
from the Brink of a dreadful Precipice of Slavery, 
Poverty, and Deſtrufion : You have long heard our 
Complaints, and lately received our public general 
Inſtru&ions for your future Conduct, and the ſeveral 
Evils that call for an immediate Redreſs : But as ſome 
Things, of a more particular Nature, are only hint- 
ed therein, by Reaſon of the narrow Compaſs we 
were confined to, give me leave freely to expatiate 
thereon, and receive it as every Member, who loves 
his Country and Poſterity, ought, from a Conſtitu- 
ent who ſpeaks the Senfe of a Body of People, who 
have entruſted their Lives, Liberties and Properties 
with a Gentleman, whom, after the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, 
they have adopted for that Purpoſe: Think not it is 
an idle or trifling Task you have undertaken ; that 
your not joining the bad will excuſe you, or the barely 
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not aſſenting to wrong Meaſures, will diſcharge the 
important 'Lruſt repoſed in you: Do not imagine 
that we eſteem bare paſſive Honeſty as a Virtue ſuf- 
ficient : No, Sir. an active, induſtrious Proſe ution 
of all juſt and laudable Means, that may contribute 
to unravel a long Concatenation of Iniquities, is what 
we demand at your Hands. 'The Weltire of Milli- 
ons, yet unborn, depend upon your ſt-aily Inflextbili- 
ty, and vigorous Reſearch after Truth; nor are you 
to ſtop there; that Truth once diſcovered, as it is 
too evident we have been long and heavily oppreſs'd, 
tho' the proper Expedients and Proots may be want- 
ing to fix it immediately on the right Perſon. It is 
your Duty, and your Honour and Faith to Heaven 
and Mankind, are ſtaked to point the Accuſation 
where tis juſtly due, and give an injur'd, bleeding 
Nation, Vengeance on its Oppreflor : Let not Titles 
varniſh Guilt, Power intimidate you, or Affection 
ſtem the Current of your Enquiry. However dig- 


nified the Plunderer is, if you {pare him, thro? Awe 


of his Superiority, 'twill brand your Name to late 
Poſterity with Puſilanimity and Cowardice; if thro' 
a miſtaken Tenderneſs to his Perſon, it will fink you 
fo a State that will no longer intitle you to be called 


a Man, but herd with Brutes, and lick the Duſt from 
off your Tyrant's Feet, who, in Return, ought to 


be, as he doubtleſs will, the firſt ro kick you for 


your ſervile Fawning. | 

I don't queſtion, Sir, that you will be very much 
ſurpriſed to fee a Man at my Time of Day, and in 
my Circumſtances, appear in Print; but, Sir, thoſe 
very Circumſtances are the Reaſon of it; the late 
Diſcouragement of Trade in General, and our 
Woollen Manufactures in particular, have ſuffered 
during the late Miniſtry, would, one would think, 
force even the Stocks and Stones of Great Britain to 


peak. I ſee the moſt flouriſhing Part of our I rade 


decay, 
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decay, the Staple Commodity; the very Vitals of 
England, flung into a galloping Conſumption by cur 
State Emprick, and Mall not the Patient complair\? 
When a Man has given me Poiſon, muſt I bow 
down and kiſs his Hand, if he ſneeringly offers to 
fee! riy Pulſe 2 No, Sir, Looſers will have Leave 
to ſp-ak; and that's the Caſe with me. Pardon then 
the abrupt Bluntneſs of my Stile; I ſpeak more from 
my Heart than my Head; and that Heart, whoſe 
warm Affection for its Country inclined me to chuſe 
you Member, ought only to complain to you, and 


tell you all its Fears and Doubts, its Wiſhes and Ex- 


pectations. Beſides, Sir, to deal ingenuouſly with 
you, I have another Motive, (which I hope will 
plead my | xcule for commencing Author, as it is 
very often the only Reaſon ſome of the Brethren of 
the Qui!l can give that is, in plain downright honeſt 
Truth, I have nothing elſe to do. My laſt Order 
from the Factors, like many of my Neighbours, was 
{5 triflingly ſmall, and at the ſame Time back'd with 
Aſſurances, that even that very little one would not 
be repeated in a Hurry, that I was obliged, tho' with 
the utmoſt Regret, to diſcharge moſt of my unne- 
ceſlary Workmen, ſome of whom I have conſtantly 
employ'd for above Twenty Years paſt; but, alas! 
thoſe Twenty Years. unlets ſpeedy Remedies are ap- 
plied, have prevented our having any Occaſion for 
them for the future. I have nothing now to do but 
to ſmoke my Pipe, walk about and ſee my Looms 
and Materials decay daily, and my Tenter Grounds 
run to Ruin; or talk over our joint Mist-rtunes with 
{ome honeſt Neighbours in the ſame Situation, where 
we canvals the Validity of every Report, and lend 
an attentive Ear to the Proceedings of our Repreſen- 
tatives and Superiors; and ſometimes, indeed (tho' I 
hope we are never the worſe Chriſtians for it,) we 

Can't 
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canꝰt help ſtealing out a Curſe or Two on the Au- 
thors of our Miſeries. And here I can't help think- 
ing Sir R. V. has been a little miſtaken in his Poli- 
tical Scheme of humbling the Pride of the Nation, 
by reducing the honeft Induſtrious, and ſuch as may 
be rank'd with thoſe whom he was pleafed to ſtile 
Sturdy Beggars; ſince, it he had not endeavoured 
totally to deftroy Trade, which it ſeems his high and 
mobile Soul took a particular Pique againſt ; I tay, if 
he could but have been content to have left us a little 
Remnant of Buſineſs, juſt to have kept us employ'd, 
and free from Idleneſs, it might have prevented our 
Enquiry into many Miſconducts which are now ob- 
vious to us. Then another Thing; he, by his 
Proxies, Exciſemen, Licenſers of Hawkers, Cc. Ec. 
Sc. was daily giving us the Lye by his Gazetteers, 
thruſt into our Hands, telling us how rich, atfluent 
and potent we were; when, at the ſame Time that 
we read, our uncloath'd Backs ſhiver'd with Cold, 
and our Minds with Horror at his Aſſurance; and our 
Stomachs, tho growling with Hunger, could not 
feed on his Chamalcon Diet. Will a Man (whom 
halt a Score Salivations have rendered fo feeble that 
he can ſcarce croſs his Chamber) thank his Compa- 
nion for praiſing his hale, jolly Looks, his ſtrong Si- 
news, and robuſt Body? Yet this has been the Cale 
with the preſent E— of O— d, and the Britiſh 
Conflituticn : He, like ſome young Surgeons of the 
Town, firſt gave her the Diſeaſe, and then, after 
tampering a long Lime, and trying Experiments upon 
her, he has at laſt left her in ſuch a languiſhing 
Condition, that if you and the reſt of the regular 
Cllege do not apply ſome extraordinary Specificks to 
her, Ihe muſt e'en dye in the Lock at laſt. 

You may, perhaps, Sir, think theſe Conceits too 


trivial and full of Levity for the melancholy Scene 
his 
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his Rapine and Chicanery have occaſiond (1 chuſe 
to give it thoſe Terms, fince in thinking! him a ba4 
Man, rather than a weak one, I pay a Compliment 
to a Foible all Mankind are particularly fond of, who 
prefer the Diſreputation of Knawery to Folly) 
I fay, Sir, you'll imagine I am too Indicrous ; but I 
hope youll give ſome Allowances for our Spi- 
rits being elated at the Proſpect they entertain of 
ſhortly having no more Occafion to be depreſſed. 
You beſt know whether we have any ſubſtantial 
Ground for ſuch Hopes For, fluctuated as we are, 
b-: veen Expectancy and Reſignation, we ſometimes 
{carcely can deſcribe our real Thoughts, or form any 
true Judgment of your Proceedings: One Poſt comes 
to us full of the moſt ſanguine Hopes of Liberty and 
Redreſs; then the next is clouded with Doubts and 
Diffculnes, filling us with freſh Conſternation, and 
leaving us more in the Dark than before. The pub» 
lic Papers, even the very Gazette {enlarged by Num- 
bers of Bankrupts, occaſioned by the Decay ot Trade, 
thro' his Mal-adminiſtration ; brings an Account of 
the Creation of an E— of O=———9g, with a long 
Harangue of Tiles and Honours conterr'd. The 
poor Wretches who accompany Him on the other 
d-plorable Account, ſeem ſunk as Piles at your new 
Bridge, to ere& the Bale oi his tuperficial Grandeur: 
'T his 15 the firſt we gather from the public Accounts, 
while our Leueis from private Correſpondents are as 
contradiftory as can be, and give us not only a juſt 
Account, but a true Idea, of the Uncertainty the 
Publick is in on this important Conjuncture. 

Amidſt this Cloud ot Opinions and Diverſity of 
Informations, what juſt Conclufions can we draw ? 
Permit, me, therefore, Sir, to lay before you the 
Facts as they appear to me, and my Apprehenfions 
thereupon ; you who are in the Heat of Action, may 

poſſibly 
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poſſibly flip ſome Things that may occur to me, and 


in others I may want Intormation, which I ſhall na- 


turally apply to you for: And confid-r, Sir, although 
we have veſted our Rights and Privileges in you, yet 
'tis with this View, that from you we expect an Ac- 
count and Protection thereof. 

To begin then, Sir, I believe J may venture to 
ſay, that this Seſſion of Parliament has been, and is 
likely to be, productive of as many remarkable Events 
as any Britiſh Parliament theſe two hundred Years 
(when I ſay this, I would not have any one raſhly 
imagine, that I mean or give the leaſt Hint at the 
Proceedings of Oliver s Mob, miſcalled a Parliament. 
In my Mind they could be looked upon as no ſuch 
Aſſembly, or if by ſome Perſons they are, I can by 
no means approve of their Meatures. No, Sir. a 
Parliamentary Enquiry may ſearch to the Bottom 
without ſtriking Terror, unleſs to the Guilty, and 
may be juſt without Cruelty or Bloodſhed) We, at 
the Election of this Parliament, may be 1aid to have 
lived at the Crifis which is univerſally agreed to be 
che laſt Caſt for Engliſh Liberty ; Heaven ſend we 
may husband it well! Tho' the Struggle between 
Freedom, and the ſervile Spirit of Corruption, was in- 
famous, and what muſt needs fill the Breaſt of every 
Lover of his Country with the higheſt Indignati- 
on, yet now we have ſomewhat weather'd the Storm, 
and tho' not quite ſafe in Port, can look about us a 
little, Ir is no unpleaſant Refle&ion to look back 
to what poor Subtertuges both the Corruptor and Cor- 
rupted were drove; how reluctantly they quitted 


the ſtrong Holds they had clandeſtinely ufurp'd, how 


the Hireling was, thro' the Dread of Shame, oblig'd 
to forego his long gap a for Bribe. with the greateſt 
inward Regret, yet outwardly with the viſibly forc'd 
Affectation of a Triumph over Iniquity. 
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When I review the dreadful Hydra you had to en” 
counter, I ſtand amaz'd at the Succeſs you have al- 
ready met with; but when I call to mind, that w® 
ſteadily and in deſpite of Oppofition, or the too pre- 
vailing Influence of Power, ele&ed Patriots from 
whom we had long experienced the Tame Adherence 
to Truth and Juſtice, we could expect no leſs than 
you have already done, and in a fi:m Belief of your 
Perſeverance, we promiſe ourſelves much greater 
Benefits. 

It would, methinks, almoſt drive a Man mad to 
confider this Nation about rhree or four and thirty 
Years ago, and at the Concluſion of the laſt tame, 
peaceable, and good-natur*d Parliament; good Heav'n! 
what a Difference ! How bright, fear d and courted 
was Britain at the firſt, and how clouded, ſcorn d 
and deſpis d at the laſt. I am a Friend and Admirer 
of the Revolution, Sir; and tho' I, from my Heart, 
abhor the odious Party Diſtinctions of Whig and Tory 
(which I began to think were entirely aboliſh d. had 
they not been lately ſcandalouſly dragg'd into Light 
again, as I ſhall more fully obſerve preſently) yet 
my Principles and Behaviour have been all along ſuch, 
that the Generality of my Countrymen concluded 

me aIWhig ; that is, we like the preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, and would rather live eaſy, free and happy, 


under this preſent Government, than any other; but 
at the ſame time we would not willingly be made 


Slaves, Beggars or Wretches by any. I his then be- 
ing premiſed, our Loyalty is out of Doubt; but if an 
evil and deſigning Minifter ſhall abuſe Royal Good- 
nels and Lenity, muſt it be deem'd High Treaſon to 
complain ? Shall the ſuffering Subje&, who ſpeaks 


his Wrongs, and accuſes his Oppieſſor, be repre- 


ſented as an Inſulter of the Throne, and an Enemy 
to regal Authority? Yet that this hath been the Caſe, 
B Sir, 
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(10) 
Sir, you need not be informed, nor ſhall J here en- 
ter into a Detail of the grievous Hardſhips we have 
endured theſe Twenty Yeats paſt; they are too 
ſhocking to be repeated, and too well known, and 
too deeply imprinted in our Memories to need it, be- 
fides, it is foreign to my Purpoſe ; which is chiefly 
to inquire What has been done, and what is expected 
to be done, fince the Banner of Liberty is publickly 
rais'd, and a Majority of Patriots have gloriouſly 
wav'd it o'er the falling En/igns of Corruption? But 
as it is neceſſary barely to hint in what a deplorable 
Condition you found us, give me leave to do it with 
2 View to our before-mention'd contraſted State, in 
a manner as conciſe as poſſible, by a Simile ſuitable 
ro my own Occupation as a Trader. Eos 

Let us then compare Britain at the Revolution to 
a young Merchant coming into Buſineſs, on the ſmall 
remaining Stock of his Anceſtors; at firſt he behaves 
carefully and diligent, and all People ſeem fond to 
encourage a young Beginner; in his next Stage, by 


meeting with faithful Servants, he attains to his Acme, 


or Pitch; his Credit is eſtabliſh'd, both at Home and 

Abroad, and his Compt ing Houſe commands moſt of 

the Exchanges in Eurcpe: But from hence he grows 
too much elated with his Succeſs, and, ſure of its 
Continuance, reſigns himſelf to Eaſe and Indadence, 
entruſting his moſt important Affairs only to thoſe 
who flatter his Foibles and indulge him in his licen- 
tious Pleaſures, while he is ſupplied with Money for 
his Profuſion, he cares for no more; every thing elſe 
runs to Ruin; his Tradeſmen are unpaid, his VWare- 
10ules conſequently not ſupply d as they ſhould be; 

ais Credit fails him Abroad; his Draughts are re- 
turn'd unpaid ; and his Bills protefied ; and yet all 
the while the raſcally Clerk, who occaſioned all this, 
is telling him, that he is the wealthieſt and molt con- 
| iderable 
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fiderable Merchant upon the Exc] ange, till he is de- 
clared a Bankrupt ; and then firſt finds out a Truth 
the World was acquainted with long before, 

This, Sir, was the wretched Plight to which we 
were reduced : Our grand Corruptor has brought us 
all to the Brink of a Bankruptcy, when we laid our 
gaſping Liberties at your Feet, and begg'd you to add 
one Struggle more to the many glorious ones you had 
made before; you have anſweted our Wiſhes ſo far: 
With what Joy did we hear the Confirmation of his 
Honour's Reſolution to quit the Houſe and trouble it 
no more ? Your Vigilance and Aſfiduity are never e- 
nough to be commended; but Doubts and Fears 
will arife, and we have formerly had too many Proots 
of the Inſtability of human Affairs, and the Irreſo- 
lution of Men's Tempers, eſpecially in Political Af- 
fairs, to be too credulous; Pardon, me, Sir; | would 
not by this be thought to ſuggeſt the leaſt Diffidence 
of you, or any of the glorious Band; I hope they 
are all feady and unbiaſſed, and when I hear any In- 
finuations to the contrary, I would willingly receive 
them as the laſt Efforts of a deſponding Sett of Hire- 
lings, calculated only to foment Jealouſies amongſt us. 
Tho' really, Sir, it is the Opinion of us ſimple, 
plain Country Folks, that unleſs ſomething had been 
done more than has been, we might have abated 
ſomething of thoſe extraordinary Rejoycings and Bone- 

fires which were made on the Occafion ; tho' the 
leaſt. Appearance of Redreſs, after ſo Jong, ſo infa- 
mous, a Series of Oppreſſion and Corruption, will, in 
a ou Meaſure, allow for it; not but they may bear 
a double Conſtruction, and the Friends of the Great 
Man, it he has any, may join in them on his being 
exalted to the higheſt Honours of a Subject; as the 
Lovers of their Country may, on his being removed 
from an Aſſembly, where he has loſt his — 
an 


his Corps. 
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and can do no more Miſchief : Tho', upon the 
Whole, I hope it will not prove like our Exultations 
for the taking of Carthagena, before the Work was 
a quarter compleated, 

Well! after a long unſucceſsful Feint, upon feeling 
the Pulſe of Some, tempting the Eyes of Others, 
and even bringing over One or Two, by loading their 
Pockets, the Premier finding all his Artifices fail, 
and ſeeing no Hopes of coming up to every Man's 
Price, as he hath often been pleaſed to phraſe it; at 
length, in a ſort of a Pet, told ye he would viſit ye 
no more and really, compaſſionately ſpeaking, 
it was not a little hard for a worthy Man, who, for 
ſeveral Seſſions before, had nothing more to do than 
to fit in his Study, draw up a Bll, and (had he a 
Spaniel that could fetch and carry) ſend it to the 
H ſe to be paſſed; I ſay, it muſt be very irk- 
ſome to him to be brow-beat, and told of his Faults, 
even by a Parcel of raw young Members, whom he 
ſaw join the Veterans, and abſolutely refuſe to liſt in 
Nay, Sir, you ſhould have a little 
conſider d his Infirmities, and not have kept him de- 
bating till Four or Five in the Morning: But all Ba- 
gatelle apart, it was a glorious Stand, and, as ſuch, 
all Mankind muſt eſteem it: But what have been 
the Conſequences? Why he quits One Houſe to be 
introduced into the Other, with Honours ſuitable to 
the greateſt Actions and Merits of the beſt of Sub- 
jects; this being the Effect of Fondneſs for an old 
Servant, is too tender a Point for me to touch upon, 
nor do I want to impeach the ***** Favourite, but 
the Nation's Foe ; if be is Innocent, where lies the 
Guilt? if he is Guilty, why is he Honour d? But to 
proceed, he refigns his accumulated Poſts and Places, 


a Fortnight's Aajournment was thought necellary to 


diſpoſe of them, every Body dreaded the FO 
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( 13) 
that Fortnight; but, to the immortal Honour of his 
Oppeſers be it ſaid, they withſtood all Temptations, 
and the moſt ſanguine Countryman could not wiſh to 
ſee a more equal, or honeſt Diſtribution of thoſe 
Truſts, which had been before repoſed in him alone; 
and as they were too powerful for any one Subject; 
were divided amongſt thoſe who were only capable 
of deſerving them ; thus, for a few Days, we ſaw 
every thing gliding on with a ſmooth Current, and 
the Rudder of the State committed to the Hands of 
the moſt able Pilots It does not come within the 
Compaſs or Deſign of a Letter, ro make Panegyrics 
on particular Perſons; let it ſuffice that the Nation 
was very well pleaſed with the whole; but in the 
midſt of our {cjvicings, and before the News could 
even have reached {ome of the remote Parts of the 
Kingdom, it was follow d by an Alarm, that our 
Great Enemy, tho' he was wrhdrawn from publick 
Influence and View, yer ſtill preſerved as great a 
Power as ever in Private; that a Nobleman, who had 
all along diſtinguiſhed himſelf by an extraordinary 
Zeal in 1 the great Work, was no ſooner 
reinſtated in the Poſts which beſt became him, then, 
upon ſome private Diſguſt, he ſurrender'd them a- 
gain. The Conduct of chis Gentleman, at thar par- 
ticular Crifis, fill d us with the atmoſ# Dread and 
Confufion. If, laid We, he accepted thoſe Poſts with 
a firm Beliet that the Day of our Redemption was at 
Hand, it muſt be upon a full Conviction that it was 


not ſo, which occaſioned his Reſignation ; what then 
can we expect, but that the ſame malevolent Star, 


which has all along determined our Deſtinies, ſtill 

continues its deadly Influence? He found the Strug- 

gle was vain, and therefore, declined it; but, on the 

other hand, what could we conceive of the others, 

who ſtill continued their laudable Endeavours? Could 
| we 
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we Conceive that Men, who, in all Shapes, had fo 
vigorouſly oppoſed Corruption and undue Influence, 
would, all at once, join to eſpouſe it; no, common 
Reaſon denied it at all Events; this, therefore, was all 
we could conclude, if, thro' private Pique or Re- 
ſentment, that Nobleman withdrew his Aſſiſtance, 
when it was wanting to compleat the glorious Plan, 
he forfeited the Character of Patriot at that very 
Time when he ſhould have ſupported it moſt. 
However, this Conſternation ceaſed upon ſeeing the 
ſame vigorous Meaſures purſu'd; the Progreſs of the 
Place- Bill quieted che Fears of the Farmers and Land- 
holders. as the great Attention given to the Petition of 
the Merchants of I on1;n, in Behalf of the Trade, 
gave Hopes to us who are more neatly concerned in 
manufacturing our Wooll, and conſequently in Com- 
merce in general; if we had any remaining Doubts 
and Scruples, the Order for a Committee of Enquiry, 
hath entirely ſilenced them for the preſent; and now 
we have nothing to do, but to tell you our Expecta- 
tions therefrom, and ſend our moſt ardent Prayers and 
Wiſhes for your Succeſs to accompany you. 

This, Sir, I take to be the 1mpartial State of the 
Caſe on the Side cf the Country. The Domeſtick 
Breaches of the Royal Family are healed by this 
happy Conjunction, and every Engliſhman wiſheth 


nothing but the Intereſt of his King and Country 


united. Let us now turn our View to the Conduct 
of the Corruptor. ſince this memorable Ara, and ex- 
amine his partial Pleas in Favour of himſelf and his 
Tranſactions. 

It certainly muſt very much flatter and elevate the 
Spirits of an Aiabiticus Man, when he perceives, 
that he is of great Conſequence in the World: Ir is 
owing to this wrong Notion of Fame, and the vain 
deluſive Hopes of being talked of after they are _, 

| | that 
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that ſo many poor Wretches have ventured their 
Necks to have their Names (as Shakeſpear expreſſes 
it) wrapt in vulgar Breath. The Man who ſet fire 
to the Temple of Epheſus, openly declared, that he 
did it with this View: (tho', by the way, as the Ac- 
counts of thoſe Times are very much bl-nded with 
Fable and Fiction, I am inclined to take this in 2 my- 
thologic Senſe, and therefore look upon the Story of 
Eroſtratus as figuratively diſplaying a wicked Miniſter, 
who had nothing to make him remembered by Po- 
ſterity, but ending his Rapine in a Sacrilegeous Blaze : 
But the Epheſans were not altogether ſo good na- 
tur'd as the Engliſh, for we do not read that he was 
either allowed a Penſion, or had any extraordinary 
Honours conferred on him tor his Villany. 


You will, perhaps, Sir, ask what is all this to the 


Purpoſe? what have we to do with Epheſus £ Why 
really, Sir, in my poor Opinion, the Man who hath 
aggrieved a Nation for a conſiderable Time, and who 
finding they can no longer brook his Inſults, reſigus 
bis Power; and then, becauſe he 1s apprehenfive a 
Scrutiny may be made into his Actions, endeavours 
to revive oblolete Fewds, and ſtir up inteſtine Com- 


morions, that in the Uproar he may eſcape wich Im- 


punity, mult be] ok-d upon as an Incendiary : And 
he that will fom- Differences, and ſtir up the Coals 
of S=dit1n in St. & n's Chappe/, ought to be 
de-:m-d as guilty and infamous as the Wrerch who 
fir d Diaua s Temple, Thele Reflections naturally 
cccur red to me, wpon a Review of the Corruptor's 
Bechavi ur ſiace his Seceſſion. He refigns all his Poſts, 
tis true, and thole Poits are beſtowed on Gentlemen 
who, by the general Voice, are allowed to be entir= 


Enz mies ro Dependancy er Corruption, and conſe- 


quchtiv to his Adiuiniſtration. It puzzles one, at 
firſt, co think that a Perſon who was ſo remarkable for 


low 
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low Cunning and Chicane, ſhould give up his Power 
into the Hands of his Enemies; but the Amazement 
vaniſhes, when we find, that he reſts his Hopes on 
the partial Indulgence, and obſtinate Fondneſs of a 
certain Perſon, whom he hath been artful enough to 
conceal his Faults from all along. *Tis there we are 
ro {eek him, like the Devil at the Ear of Eve ſecret- 
ly whiſpering his pernicious Dictates, whilſt all the 
Nation thinks him at a Diſtance off. "Tis there we 
are very juſtly to imagine he is deſtroying all 
Vouchers and Proofs of his Guilt, in order to prevent 
or retard the Means of an honeft Enquiry, And 
here, tho' I think the Country has Reaſon to be 
ſorry for the Loſs of fo ſtaunch a Friend as the D— 
of A yet I can't help vindicating his Re- 
ſignation, fince, what Man of Spirit can bear that 
his generous and honeſt Sentiments, ſhould be can- 
vaſs d or condemn'd by a ſneaking Trickſter behind 
a Screen ? 

But to proceed After he had, as we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, endeavoured ro wreſt a Promiſe of 
Favour, in caſe Things ſhould come to the Extremi 
he expected from an injured and a plunder d People, 
it was given out, that he was retired to his Country 
Palace to paſs his Time in a calm Retirement; bur 


we were miſtaken, Sir, he was otherwiſe employed, 


he thought it abſolutely neceſſary for him, that the 
ſteady Union of the Patriots ſhould be deſtroyed ; 
their firm Conjunction in their Country's Cauſe he 
very well knew could bode him no Good; an At- 
tempt therefore muſt be made at leaſt to ſtir up 
Doubts between them; his Gazett-er Hoſt had done 
trumpeting, and therefore he founds to Battle him- 
ſelf ; a ſpecious Harangne comes our under the Title 
of a Letter from a By ffander to a Member of Par- 


liament; which, if tis not immediately his own, yet 


the 
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the Arguments and Stile are ſo much in his way, that 
it is evident it was done by his Order, and under his 
Inſpe&ion. 'Tho'I don't intend a formal Anſwer to 
this doughty Piece, yet as it is the only one that has 
appeared in his Behalf, I would endeavour, by ſome 
ſhort Animadverſions thereon, to ſet aſide the artful 
Inſinuations therein contained, and, by giving a juſt 
Analyſis thereof, to ſhew its manifeſt evi Tendency 
at this Conjuncture. 

Whoever takes the moſt curſory View of the By- 
ftander, may plainly perceive that his Deſign is not 
only to vindicate his own Conduct, but to ſoften an 
Enquiry, if he cannot prevent it; for this Purpoſe he 
makes his Attack on the different States of the Nation, 
and by alarming them with far-fetched Illand fancied 
Dangers, he would divert their Thoughts from their 
proper Obje&s of Vengeance and a Recaliarion for 
Mal adminiſtration. The common People, the trad- 
ing and monied Intereſt are dire&ed to tremble at the 
Thoughts of Foreign Invaſions and the Fall of Stocks: 
Both which he would have you imagine have been 
prevented by a numerous ſtanding Army, ſo that con- 
ſequently all Complaints on that Head are groundleſs. 
After thus endeavouring to prepoſſeſs the Common- 
alty in his Favour, he makes his Court to the Crown 
by the uſual Method of Court Sycophants, that is. 
ſtriving to make it jealous of the People's increafing 
Power, and irs own Weaknels, befides playing off 
his favourite Firework of a Pretender; he goes a Step 
further, and even tells them, that Monarchy is ſub- 
ſiding, and Democracy greatiy prevailing : But as this 
will not anſwer his Purpoſe alone, his laſt grand Ef- 
fort is to rouſe the dreadful ſleeping Monſter of Party, 
and ſow Diſſention amongſt thoſe who are ro enquire 
into his Conduct. The odious Appellations of Hig 
and Tory have been long baniſh'd, but it is his Inte- 
reſt to revive them; and if, by that Means, he can 
divide , 


18 


divide his Judges, he may greatly embarraſs that Uni- 
ty and Moderation which is ſo neceſſary in bringing 
Criminals ro Juſtice, and ſearching out the Receſles 
of diſguis'd Truth. This ſeems to be the main Drift 
of his Deſign, and after taking up an Account of 
Oppreſſions, in Reigns long ſince paſſed, which he 
places, right or wrong, tothe Account of the Tories, 
he immediately owns himſelf a Whig, and makes it a 
Party Cauſe with them to ſcreen Him. This Ana- 
lyſis is ſo obvious and plain, that it is needleſs to en- 
large upon it; but his Reaſonings to ſupport it are in 
ſeveral Places very odd and particular ; they will re- 
quire {ome curſory Remarks. 

In the firſt Place, therefore, after bringing it as a 
great Plea for keeping up a large ſtanding Army, that 
our modern royal Nymrods are moſt of them grown 
Hunters of Men inſtead of Beaſts, and more anxi- 
ous in en arging their Pack of Military Blood hounds, 


than a harmleſs Kennel of s; he brings it home 


to England, and inſiſts, that if they keep Armies on 
Foot to fight, it is equally neceſſary thai we ſhould 
keep them to be review'd; for, ſays he, France may 
invade us; Spain may join them; nay and Sweden too; 
the Dutch may ſtand ſtill affrighted, and then dun 
with pcor England at once; your great Fleets of lit- 
tle or no Service, your Fanding Army alone prevents 
this Deſign: And then he points out the particular 
Places, where this Invaſion is to be made from, ſo 
plain, that no Exzliſhman is bound to him for the Fa- 
vour, which is only evidently calculated to intimidate 
us, and which ſhews his uſual Good - nature in aſſiſtin 

the French Schemes, at the Expence of the Honour 
of his own Nation: But, with all due Submiſſion to 
this Gentleman's Underſtanding, I can't think our 
Land Forces ſo preſerable to our Navy: For if it be 
lo ealy for France to land a Firſt Embarkation here, 


_ conſequently they might a Second, Third, &c. and 


were 
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( 19) 
were it once to come to that, our ſtanding Military 
Force of 17,704 Men (which he allows it at) great 
and oppreſſive as it is to us, would be but a ſmall De- 
fence againſt 200,000 Men; which, by his Account, 
France might employ here, and keep above 100,000 
at home. But our Happineſs is, our floating Ca- 
fules are not ſuch Cockboats as he would make of them. 
Next, Sir, as to Reports affecting our Stocks, La- 1 
gree with him, that falſe ones oftentimes do it as much HR | 1 
as true ones. No one will diſpute this with Him, 119 
who hath had ſo much Experience therein: I like- | 7 
wiſe own, that publick Credit is the Pulſe of the #4 
Nation ; a remarkable Inſtance of which we had in 4178 
his Honour's withdrawing from the Publick Service, thi 1 
the French Actions fell upon the very fit ſt Bruit 1 
thereof, whilſt our own kept the ſame even Temper 1s 
without any Alteration, unleſs the Emperor's Loan, 
which before bore zo Price, and now bears a little. 
As to his other Inſinuations in Behalf of a fanding 
Army, they have been the Topic of many Debates, 
and have been ſo fully exploded by Gentlemen who 
have oppoſed them in the Grand Aſſembly of the Na- 
tion, that it would be both needleſs and preſumptuous 
in me to undertake a freſh Confutation of them here. 
Well! but if this fails, implies he, I have another 
Recourſe, that is, the old ſtanding Diſpure between 
the Crown and the People, alike jealous of each other's 
Increafing Power; I ſhall get but little by throwing 
myſelf into the Arms of the People, therefore at all 
Events, | muſt aver, that they are growing Arbitrary, 
and the Regal Intereſt decreaſing; in ſhort, that un- 
leſs I am ſuffered to go Scot-free with my Plunder, it 
is an Inſult upon his {{——ty, whole Sovereign Au- 
thority is in Danger; and if I can perſwade ſome Folks 
to ſcreen me, and the People ſhould take it into their 
Heads to reſent it, and call me to an Account, it is a 
Democracy; and whoever requires Juſtice of me, is 
1 an 
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( 20 ) 
an F nemy to Monarchy. This is the plain Exgli/h 
ot his Argument; and to corroborate this, by an in- 
genious Piece of Sophiſtry, he makes all Liberty to 
conſiſt in Syperfluity and Licentiouſneſs ; and all Pre- 
rogative in the abſolute Power and deſpctick Will of 
the Prince: In ſhort, he here openly avows the Prin- 
civle which hath all along actuated his baſe Meaſures, 
and ſh:ws the ſimple Foundation of his Political 
Structure; his Sentiments, however dreſt and diſguis d, 
when ſtript of their gloſſy Covering, appear plainly 
thus; While the Cottagers are kept poor, and upon 
a bare, hungry Subſiſtence, they will have neither 
Time nor Abilities to redreſs themſelves, if ſome of 
the poor Dogs are obſtinately inclined ſo to do; the 


Lord of the Manor may oppreſs Some, and bribe Q- 


thers, (nay ſuch a benevolent Love doth he bear to 
Mankind, that he doth not except any, but throwin 

aſide in others, as he hath done in himſelf, all innate 
Honeſty and Virtue, he very kindly ſuppoſes they 
would ali be bribed) but, faith he, as they increaſe 
in Wealth, notwithſtanding the Income of the Lord 
is augmented with theirs, they grow headſtrong and 
unruly, the Cottager of 1001. per Annum will ſtrug- 
gle for his Liberties. which the pcor one of 101. per 
Aunum muit yield up without repining ; and then he 


| lazs down ſeveral Degrees, in which, as they increaſe 


in Subſtance, the Lord decreaſes proportionably in 
Power; yer notwithſtanding the Rules here laid 


down, and allowing the Nation to be encreafing in 


Super fluitizs, as he ſtiles it, we have ſeen this very 
Man reverſe the Doctrine he here advances, and graſp 
uninterrupted Power from the People for Twenty 
Vears paſt, Upon the Whole, we can't help admir- 
ing his profound Skill in Figures, and J am leſs ſur- 
Veit ech that one of this way of thinking, ſhould lay 
don tach a ihocking Propofition as I am informed 


he 
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he once dil, viz. That every Man is to be bought, 
and the only Difficulty is to find out bis Price. 

From this, with a full Sail of ſeeming Triumph, 
he drives into a Sea of his own Praiſes and his Admi- 
niſtration, by pointing out the extravagant giving 
Temper of former Parliaments to Charles II. Ec 
who were all Tories, all profuſe of the publick Mo- 
ney, only for this very Reaſon, becauſe he is a Whig. 
He furniſhes us with ſeveral Eſtimates, the Veracity 
of which, I will not take upon me to diſpute; but I 
believe, could ſome Eſtimates be procured of the 
Gifts and Impoſts of ſome later Reigns, we ſhould 
not find them at all ſhort of what this 3 hath 
produced; he beſt knows whether they are ſo or not, 
only one Thing I remark, that he is enabled better 
to find out where the Crown gonverted the publick 
Money to its own Uſe, than we can poſſibly be, up- 
on the Account of that ac invented, curſed Article 
of t S ce Money. 

After thus paying a Compliment to his own Ma- 
nagement, at the Expence of all Others of the ſame 
kind, ever ſince the Reſtoration; and averring upon 
his bare ipſe Dixit, that our Tendency at preſent, un- 
leſs it be rightly moderated, lies much ſtronger to 
Democracy than abſolute Monarchy, which, by the 
above-mentioned Eſtimates, he would convince us ; 
I hope it will not be amiſs, as I cannot anſwer him 
properly in regard to the prelent Revenues, to put 
him in mind of a favourite Argument which he has 
often made uſe of; that is, that the Crown, beſides 
it's natural Power, receives an additional one from the 


vaſt Debt it contracts with the Subjects, who muſt 


ſupport that Eſtabliſnment, if they ever hope to be 
paid; this, however wild and chimerical it may ſeem, 
hath often been made uſe of by that Gentleman, as 
a cogent Argument for poſtponing the Payment of 
any Fart of the National Debt, This, then, if we 


argue 
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argue in his Manner, is ſuch an Increaſe of AMility to 
the Crown, as no Monarch ever enjoyed before; and 
the free handling of a Fund deſigned, tho' ſeldom 

made ufe of for that Purpoſe, is a Benefit which no 

rapacious Miniſter, befides himfelf, was ever poſſeſſed 

of. I have here annexed an authentick and artefted | 

il Account thereof, that may be ſeen by comparing it 
| wich any one of former Lars, how much it hath been 
accumulated during his Adminiſtration ; in all which 

Time, "voi very lately, we have had a profound 

Feac- ; but as this, Sir, will fall under your Enquiry, 

I hops no Pains wil! be ſpared to unravel the Myſte- 

? ry. Oaly on» thing J muſt beg Leave to obſerve, 
| that credible Report informs us, at the Time the Se- 
N ceſſi n was made, the E x was ſtript quite bare, 
and oy this Account there was upwards of 160,000 /. 
in i about a Month before. a great deal of Mo- 
ney for one Month's Expences. but this is a+ 
bove my Sphere, I therefore leave it to the proper g 
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f Examiners. 
| I come now to the Reſult of this infinuating By- 
ſtander, which is as much as to ſay, all the Evils that 
were ever done to this Nation, were done by Tories; 3 
and, Gentlemen, I would not let you have the Spirit 
ö of Party die; there are Tories among ye — all are 
1 Tories Who complain of the late Adminiſtration; 
tho' they don't ſo much as uſe the Word Whig Pro- 
fuſion, or Whig Miſapplication, yet if they find fault | 
with Corruption, or the E— of O d, they are 
Tories, downright rank Tories, if they impeach him, 
they are entire Enemies to Liberty Bur this he 1s 1 
l not afraid of, the Whigs are ſtep d into the Breach, 
their Excellent Temper and Manly Contempt of diſho- 
neſt Suggeſtions and Calumnies, has, in this Day, pre- 
ſerved us - — tis on them auly that the Nation 
relies for a fri? and honeft Enquiry and they 
will undoubtedly make it with a ſtrict Regard to the 
publick 
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publick Good, and a reaſonable Candour to the Perſon 
accuſed. This ſeems to imply a Secret, which v vught 
of all Things to dread, as if he was ſecure ot a rium ph, 
from ſome of the Principals in the Oppoſition decliuiug 
the Purſuit of Juſtice, and the late Condu& of a ceriain 
Honourable Gentleman in regard to Septennial Parli- 
aments, {ſeems to confirm our moſt horrid Conjectures: 
If fo, we need not be at a Loſs to know that we are 
- Riill deſtin d to Slavery, other wiſe it is either begging 
2 Party in your Enquirers, or ſeeming as if he were 
'  afluredof ſome ſecret Friends there; for he makes no 
doubt but ke ſhall be judged with reaſonable Candour ; 
but what he may think to, perhaps the Nation may 
not. This, Sir, has given us an Alarm, and to a 
1 People injured as we have been, the leaſt Apprehen- 
ſions of ſubfiding in the glorious Struggle you have be- 
gan, affects us in the moſt ſenſible Part: Tis therefore 
to quicken you in the arduous Task that I at preſent 
Addreſs you: Ye are now the ſole Guardians of our 
Liberties and Properties; the leaſt Neglect may give 
Room to a ſudden Surprize, and deſtroy the Great De- 
fign in its Growth; be vigilant, therefore, be cool 
and temperate, conſider the Perſon you have to deal 
with. He hath for a lang Series of Tears been uſed 
to Shiſting and Evaſion; urge home then every Point, 
ur{ue him thro' all his Doubles, never leave him | 
till fairly acquitted or juſtly condemn d; the Nation | 
' demands it of you; fatisfy then their Expectations; 
let not falſe Rumours ſpirit up Diſſention amongſt ye, 
|; Union and Equanimity muſt be the Guide of your 
[| Enquiry, as Reſolution and 5 are the main 
Springs. Remember that, tho' he ſhould come to 
his Tryal under the San&ion of a Screen, tis your 
Buſineſs to diſcover ill Conduct, and lay it open to 
the World; if you connive at any Part there »f, you 
become Partakers of his Crimes, and are equally cul- 
pable with him; when Power is wrongly applied to 
protect 
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protect the Guilty, Paſſive Obedience is hig h Treaſon 


to your Country: Atrocious Crimes can have no Plea 
for Mercy, and miſtaken Clemency is the greateſt 
Offence ye can be guilty of. The Jury that ſaves a 


Robber, after a plain Conwyftion, not only releaſes 


him by taking his Villanies upon themſelves, but en- 
creaſe the Weight of Sin by an additional Perjury to 
God, and Falſchood to Man : You, Sir, are One cf 


our National Jury; this the laſt Stake for Britiſh Li- 


berty; the only Method that can revive and confirm 
our ancient Conſtitution, or leave on us the indelible 
Trace of Slavery for ever; let not, therefore, Au- 
thority awe ye, partial Commiſeration weaken your 
noble Reſolves, or civil Feuds embarraſs the Publick 
Good. In ſhort, be fteady, be honeft, and Fraud and 

tion ſhall fink before ye, however highly pro- 
tected or defended. 

We have been told, upon this lucky Change, by 
the Writers who have been moſt ſtrenuous in oppo- 
fing the pernicious Schemes of this great bad Man, 
that the Augean Stable was not cleanſed in a Day; 
tho' it was one of the Labours of Hercules, he was 


but one, but as we are bleſt with a Number, each of 


which we eſteem upon this Occafion equal in Virtue 
to the ancient Hercules, tis reaſonable to hope, by 
their joint Labours, the Task may be compleated in 
leſs than thirty Years, tho? I muſt own it mult be 
a large Alphean Torrent that can entirely waſh away 
our Filth, which, if ye effect, notwithſtanding ye 
meet the ſame Princely Reward of Ingratitude, as 
that Hero did from one Party, yet the Hearts of a re- 
lieved People will build ye Monuments of grateful 
Praiſe to late Poſterity. 


T am, Sir, &c. 


A STATE of the NATIONAL DEBT, provided or un- 
provided for by Parliament, as it ſtood on the 31ſt of December 1740, and on | 

the 31ſt of December 1741, together with an Account of the Produce of the 

Sinking Fund in that Year, and the Payment of what Debts contracted before 


the 25th Day of December 1716, the faid Fund has been applied. 


n 88 Ae 5 —Amount of the National Encrear'd be- Paidoft with- Amount ot rhe — 
| mo * the 31ſt of Mor 3 in that Time. the z iſt of December 
ecember, 1740. | 1 and 1741. | 
EXCHEOUER. ze Dee | 
ö 1741. 
Annuities for long Terms, being the remainder- 1 7 5 4 3 
of the original Sum; contributed and wa- 1836275 17 103 1836275 17 10 
| +] 
| ſcribed to the South Seca Company, | | 
Annuities for Lives, with the Benefit of Survi- 
vor ſpending, being the original Sum con-P| 108100 103100 
_ tributed, | F 
Annuities for 'Two or Three Lives, being they. EW. 
N * — after what is fallen in by 109447 8 24 800] 108647 8 24 
eaths, 7 x | 
Annuities at Nine per Cent. for ſhort Terms, | 161108 6 8 161108 6 8 
Annuities on the Lottery, Anno. 1710, for Ditto. 109290 | 103290 
| Annuities on the Plate Act 6th George I. Regis. z 12000 | 312000 
Annuities for Nevis and St. Chriſtophers Deben- . | 
| tures at Three per Cent. per Annum, 7993: 5, 33 BF 
Annuities at Three and a Halt per Cent. Anno} 400000 | 400000 
1731. = 
| Annuities at Three per Cent. Anno 1736, charg'd 
| 4 on the Sinking 1 2 . N | | N 
Annuities at Three per Cent. Anno 1738, charg'd |} 
on Ditto. 2 75 . en | PEN 
Duties on Salt continued, Aun 1734 l 84500 | 84500 
Ditto further continued, Anno 1735. | 500000 | I02500| 397500 
Ditto further continued, Anno 1741. | | 700000d 1200000 | 1200000 
| Exchequer Bills made out for Intereſt of old 
Bills excharig'd, ; 6 2200 2200 
Exchequer Bills on the Victuallers Act, Anno? | 3 
1726, | 48 1400 4814 
Exchequer Bills charged on the Duties on 
Sweets, Anno 1737, : 499690 | 499608 
3 | | 
N. B. The Land Taxes, and the Duties on 
Salt, being Annual Grants, are not charg d in * 
this Account, nor the 1000000 J. charg d on | 
the Deduction of Six per Cent. paid on Penſion, 
Sc. | | : | þ ( 
| 
Eaft India Company. 
Weed -.. ; | * | 
By Two As of Parliament gth William III.) 
Regis, and Two other Acts 6th and gb ' 3200000 3100000 
Ame Reginx. | | 
| Bank of England. J 
On their original Fund at Six per Cent. per Aunum:\ 1600000 | | I600000 
By cancelling Exchequer Bills, 3d George I. Regis. | 500000 | 500000 | 
Purchaſed of the South Sea . r Y, 1 2 I 4000000 | 4900000 
Annuities at Four per Cent. charg'd on the Du-{| | T7 
* nad Coals, - ſince Lady day 1739, =Y 1750000 | 1 1750000 
Annuities charg'd on the Surplus of the Funds 11 | | 1250000 
aer  2.i 4 9 * 
Ditto at Three per Cent. for che Lottery Anno 3 $0000 
1731, e I 1 | "FW 
South Sea Company. 
„ PP 
1 | $5 1 53643946 3 52 1200000 187800 46983646 


— 


The ExcHROUER is 


To Caſh on the 
Sinking Fund, 
on the 3 iſt of 
December 1740 
To the Produce 

of the Sinking Fund 

between the 31ſt 

Day of Dec. 1740, 

and the 31ſt Day 

of Dec. 1741, ws, 

Surplus of the 
* Fund 

Surplus of the 

Aggregiate Fund 

— why of the 
South Sea Com- f 
pany Fund. 


— — 


J. 


704247 19 6 


99802 11 3 


8 
361487 16 4+] 


i 
i 


DEBTOR. | 


L. d. 


185635 8 1 


Bo 


165533 7 2 


— 


f 


. ²˙ 


1351173 15 34 


To the ſaid Bank of England, 


1 


* 


Per Contra 
y Mane iſſued out between) 
the 3 1ſt of Dec. 1740, and 
the 3 ” if of December 1741 
n full of 1200000 7. granted 
for the Service of the Year 
1740. 

ln full of 1000000 /. 
ed laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment for the Service of th 
Year 1741. 

To pay the Annuities at Three 

er Cent. on 600000). grant- 
ed Anno 1736 for one Year, ( 
due at Chriſtmas 1741. 

To the Uſher of the Receipts 
of the Exchequer for Ne. 
ceſſaries delivered for the \ 
Service of the ſaid Year. 

To pay the Annuities at Three | 
per Cen. on 300000} grant 
ed Anno 1738, for one 
= due at Michaelmas ſ 


To * Bank 0 7 England, for) 
the Intereſt of 5000007. 
lent them on the Credit of | 

the Duties on Salt continu- 
ed, Anno 1735; for Six 8 
Months Intereſt, due the 
Eighth of March 1740. 

To the ſaid Bank of England, 


| 


Exchequer, tath Mar. I 744. 


I; 
to make good the Premiums | 
or Rewards for - circulating 4 
Exchequer Bills, charged 
on the Duy on Vickusllers, N 
granted Anno 1726, be- 
tween the 24th of 7 


1739, and Hic haclmas 1741 | 


to make good the Premiums f 
or Rewards for circulating 
Exchequer Bills, charged 


on the Duty on Sweets, 7 


granted Anno 1737. be- 
tween the 24th of 70 


1739, ind Micholngs 17411 


To make good the Deficiency 
of the Lottery Annuities, 
Anno 1739; at Chriſtmas 
I 740. 

To pay the Intereſt of the 
Loans, charged on the Du- | | 

ties on Salt, further conti- ; | 
nued Anno 1741, for Six 
Months, due the Fth of | 
September 4-5 Ou J 

To make good the Deficiency 
of Annuities on the 4 
Act, to Lady Day 1741 


Ballance inCaſh 3! Die 0741 


; 
my | 
j 


C 


 Crrpiros. 


. 
69836 14 4 5 


10000GO 
18009 
42 13 1 
9000 
10009 
19018 4 11 
| 
| 
27859 I 
F 
4048.14 7 
21000 
11984 13 2 
1190781 11 


——_— — 


— 


8 13 It 3 


FKUKUEEFmT — — — 


Sign d | 
_ - JOHN DAWSON. 


| 0351175 1 & 


